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This opinion contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Rule 43Ws.l(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 
Certain observations on the international application 

FURTHER ACTION 

If a demand for international preliminary examination is made, this opinion will be considered to be a written opinion of the 
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If this opinion is, as provided above, considered to be a written opinion of the IPEA, the applicant is invited to submit to the IPEA a 
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PCT/IS A/220 or before the expiration of 22 months from the priority date, whichever expires later. 
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International application No. 

PCT/JP2004/004885 



Box No. I 



Basis of this opinion 



1. With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the international application in the language in which it was 
filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following language 

, which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under 

Rule 12.3 and 23.1(b)). 

2. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino add sequence disclosed in the international application and necessary to the claimed 
invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material 

1 | a sequence listing 

|°""] table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material 

[ j in written format 

[ ] in computer readable form 

c. time of filing/furnishing 

I ^ ] contained in the international application as filed. 

|~ J filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 
| | furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

3. J" J In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or table(s) relating thereto has been filed or 

furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional copies is identical to that in the application as 
filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as appropriate, were furnished. 



4. Additional comments: 
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International application No. 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43bis.l(a)(I) with regard to novelty, Inventive step or Industrial applicability; 

citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Claims 


3-7, 


9-11, 13-15 


YES 




Claims 


1, 2, 


8, 12 


NO 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 


4-7 




YES 




Claims 


1-3, 


8-15 


NO 


Industrial applicability (I A) 


Claims 


1-15 




YES 




Claims 






NO 



2. Citations and explanations: 

Document 1: JP, 5-253225, A (ALOKA CO., LTD.) 
Document 2: JP, 2-154745, A (FUJI ELECTRIC CO., LTD.) 
Document 3: JP, 5-138, A (Yokogawa Medical System, Ltd.) 
Document 4: JP, 60-177766, A (NEC Corporation) 

Claims 1,2, 8, and 12 

Document 1 describes an ultrasonograph used forjudging when a probe is left in the air on 
the basis of image B, stopping the drive signal after a certain period of time, and restoring the energy 
of the drive signal to its original state according to the instructions from a control section (see the 
31st line of the second paragraph to the 3rd line of the fourth paragraph). 

Accordingly, the subject matters of claims 1,2,8, and 12 do not appear to be novel in view 
of document 1 . 

Claim 3 

Document 1 describes that the probe is judged to be left in the air when the deep portion of a 
living body has low brightness level because attention is paid to the fact that the deep portion of the 
living body has low brightness level when the probe is left in the air. However, document 2 describes 
that the probe is judged to be left in the air when the multiple echo area of a shallow portion has high 
brightness because attention is paid to the fact that this area has high brightness level when the probe 
is left in the air (see the 16th line in the lower left paragraph in page 5 to 6th line in the lower right 
paragraph in page 5). 

Therefore, it is also considered to be obvious for a person skilled in the art to comprise the invention 
as set forth in the subject matters of claim 3 on the basis of the invention as described in the subject 
matters of claims 1,2. 

Claim 9 

Document 3 describes that the pulse rate is reduced when the probe is left in the air (see the 
38th line in the second paragraph to the 1st line of the third paragraph). 

Therefore, it is also considered to be obvious for a person skilled in the art to comprise the 
invention as set forth in the subject matter of claim 9 on the basis of the invention as described in the 
subject matters of claims 1,3. 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43bl& 1(a)(1) with regard to novelty, Inventive step or industrial applicability; 



citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Claims 10, 11, 13-15 ~" ~ ~ 

Notifying beforehand the fact that an apparatus changes its state without an intention of an 
operator is well-known art as described, for example, in document 4 (the second to 16th line in the 
lower right paragraph in page 1). 

Therefore, it is also considered to be obvious for a person skilled in the art to comprise the 
invention as described in claims 10, 11, 13-15 according to the invention as described in document 1 
or the aforementioned well-known art. 



Claims 4-7 

It is not described in any documents cited in the ISR and also considered to be non-obvious 
for a person skilled in the art to judge the probe to be left in the air on the basis of dispersed value of 
Doppler signal and dispersion value of brightness and hue of a CFM image. 



Form PCT/ISA/237 (Box No. V) (January 2004) 



